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The National Assembly ended its final session of the year on Sept. 14 without acting on the
appointment of a new prime minister. Several political leaders as well as international observers
say the stalemate is hurting the economy. President Rene Preval nominated Education Minister
Jacques Edouard Alexis in July, but the appointment has been stalled in parliament despite an
explicit understanding that he would be approved.
Unless Preval calls an extraordinary session, there will be no further consideration of Alexis until
the next session convenes in January 1999. The current crisis began after the April 1997 legislative
elections, tainted by accusations of fraud and by a voter turnout of just 5%. Rosney Smarth, of the
opposition party People in Struggle (L'Organisation du Peuple en Lutte, OPL) resigned in June
1997 and left office in August 1997 because of policy disagreements with Preval and because of the
legislative elections. Following the elections, the OPL demanded that the results be nullified and the
Provisional Electoral Council (CEP) be dissolved.
The Superior Court of Accounts (Cour Superieure des Comptes) then froze the CEP's funds
sparking a strike by CEP employees (see NotiCen, 01/08/98). Preval's refusal to support dissolving
the CEP further angered the OPL, which sees the electoral system manipulated by the Lavalas
Family (Famille Lavalas) party organized by former president Jean-Bertrand Aristide (1990-1995) in
1996 (see NotiSur, 11/08/96). Since Smarth's departure, the Assembly has rejected two nominees,
Ericq Pierre, an official of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and economist Herve Denis
(see NotiCen 04/02/98).
The OPL held up approval of Alexis and undertook protracted negotiations with Preval that resulted
in an agreement by which the OPL would support Alexis and, as prime minister, Alexis would
conduct new elections for all members of both houses of the Assembly and town mayors under the
auspices of a reformed electoral council.

Review of nominee's job performance delays appointment
An essential part of the Assembly's consideration of the nominee is a report by the Superior Court
of Accounts on the candidate's record as education minister since 1996. According to Wesner
Emmanuel, chair of the Senate committee reviewing the nomination, the delay is caused by the
failure of the court to present its report before the end of the Assembly session. OPL leader Gerard
Pierre-Charles blamed the court for holding up the process and said that, in other cases, the review
took only 48 hours.
To most observers, the political crisis is the result of a stalemate between the OPL and the Lavalas
Family. Aristide opposes the administration's structural adjustment program and may get additional
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support from the anti-neoliberal bloc in the Assembly. In the background is the International
Republican Institute (IRI) sponsored by the US Republican Party. The IRI has been promoting
political pluralism by funding seminars and other programs on political techniques for Haitian
parties. But the pro-government Haitian News Network charged in August that the IRI "aims at
overthrowing the Haitian political order," while Aristide's supporters say the IRI wants to prevent
his election in 2000. Both the Lavalas Family and the OPL refused to participate in IRI activities,
leaving the IRI to advise the remaining 26 small parties, many of them ultraconservative.
This situation has left the IRI open to the charge that it is backing the same right-wing groups
that ousted Aristide in the 1991 coup. IRI chairman Lorne Craner denied the charges and said
IRI activities are aimed at creating "a fair playing field for pluralist competition." Bank says crisis
is hurting the economy Meanwhile, a report from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
warned in August that the continued political crisis threatened economic growth, which could be
less than 1% this year.
The report said the crisis was an "obstacle for economic recovery and would discourage
investment." Already, the crisis has held up international credits. Of the US$2.8 billion in
development loans promised by the international community for the period 1995-1999, Haiti has
received only US$1 billion. The report estimates that squabbling over approval of some international
funds resulted in the loss of US$400 million. Since the departure of coup leader Gen. Raoul Cedras
in 1994, GDP grew 4.4% in 1995 and 2.7% in 1996, then sank to 1.1% in 1997.
Drought caused by El Nino and the recent downturn in the global economy account for much of
the deep recession, but the IDB study suggests the political stalemate prevented the government
from responding adequately to the economic challenge. Furthermore, Michel Presume of the
Modernization of Public Enterprises Council said the political crisis was holding up the council's
plans for privatization of state enterprises. Presume said the sale of the Haitian Telecommunications
Company (TELCOR), Electricity of Haiti (EDH), the ports, airports, and a cement factory would
go forward once the political crisis is resolved. (Sources: Center for International Policy report,
07/05/98; Notimex, 07/06/98, 07/10/98, 07/16/98, 08/02/98, 08/11/98, 08/14/98, 09/02/98; Haiti en
Marche, 09/11/98; Spanish news service EFE, 09/14/98)
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